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Health Department Testing Reveals Children’s Jewelry Item
With Excess Lead Found For Sale At Local Store
BALTIMORE, MD (November 24, 2014) - The Baltimore City Health Department (BCHD) has issued a violation notice to a city business where a children’s jewelry item was found to be for sale with a lead level more than five times above permissible levels of 100 parts per million (ppm).  The Consumer Product Safety Commission has also been alerted.

Violation Detail:

Item: Kids Collection Pearl Necklace with Rhinestone Charm and Pearl Earrings
Total Lead Content:  540 ppm (clasp was tested)
Store: Tiffany Hair & Gift, 3420 Annapolis Road

Selling Price: $1.50
Under city regulations, the Health Commissioner is deeming all products of the same style and manufacturer of these items to be a nuisance to public health. These products may not be offered for retail sale in Baltimore City.

“This item sells for less than two dollars but is hardly a bargain. The costs of lead poisoning can last a lifetime,” said Interim Health Commissioner Dr. Jacquelyn Duval-Harvey.  

Lead is especially toxic to the brains of young children.  Exposure to even low does of lead has been linked to lower IQ scores, school failure, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder and deficits in vocabulary, fine motor skills, reaction time and hand-eye coordination, according to the American Academy of Pediatrics. Excess lead levels in children can severely impair development and can even cause death.
The Baltimore City Health Department seeks to reduce lead poisoning through prevention and education efforts as well as enforcement of the city's lead laws. Health inspectors routinely purchase jewelry items designed for children and send them for laboratory testing to check lead content.
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Since Health Department inspectors began random lead testing of children’s jewelry products sold at city stores in 2007, nearly 350 items have been tested for lead and nearly 50 violation notices have been issued.
Children’s jewelry is one of the most popular consumer products that can expose children to unacceptable levels of lead.  For example, Baltimore health inspectors last year found an inexpensive multicolored bangle bracelet for sale that contained lead levels of 2,500 ppm, 25 times above the limit.

In August 2008, the CPSC published new, more stringent standards on permissible lead content in children’s products. As of August 2011, the permissible level of lead in children’s jewelry with metal components was lowered to 100 ppm of total lead.

Lead is a neurotoxin that can cause severe illness and even death at high doses and cognitive impairment and other neurological problems at lower doses. The CPSC (http://www.cpsc.gov/) maintains a list of recalled products that contain metals which are known to be toxic at certain levels of exposure. To reduce the chances of lead poisoning, parents should not allow children to swallow, suck on or chew a metal charm or necklace jewelry.
Baltimore’s regulation on lead in children’s jewelry can be found online at http://health.baltimorecity.gov/events/lead-childrens-jewelry 
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