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	Vaccinations For Students = A Pass To Class

August Is Time For Back To School And Reminder To Parents & Caregivers 
To Make Sure Children Are Immunized 


BALTIMORE, MD (August 24, 2015) – Two recent cases of potential measles in Baltimore, each of which proved to be negative after lab testing, serve as a reminder and a call to action to ensure children are vaccinated against preventable diseases.

At an immunization clinic at the city’s Eastern Health Clinic today, Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake, Health Commissioner Dr. Leana Wen and Karl Perry, Chief School Supports Officer for the Baltimore City Public Schools, reminded parents and caregivers that students must have all required state immunizations in order to participate in school, which opens next Monday, August 31.

“We need to make sure that our kids are ready to learn, and in order to be in the classroom they need to first have all of their vaccines,” said Mayor Rawlings-Blake. 

If a student does not have a primary healthcare provider, a parent or caregiver can contact the Health Department’s TIKE Program – “To Immunize Kids Everywhere”, which provides all recommended childhood vaccines free of charge for under and uninsured children up to 18 years of age. (410-396-4454 / http://health.baltimorecity.gov/programs/immunizations) 

“As parents purchase school supplies to prepare students to return to school after the summer break, it is important to remember that students are not ready to attend class until they have had all their required immunizations,” Dr. Wen said. “Although the existence of vaccines has drastically decreased the prevalence of measles and other childhood diseases, we know that they are serious and sometimes deadly. More importantly, we know that they can be prevented by immunizations.”
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In Maryland, all incoming kindergartners and first graders are required to have 2 doses of varicella (chickenpox) vaccine.  New and incoming 7th and 8th graders need to make sure they are up to date with Tdap (whooping cough) and meningococcal (meningitis) vaccines. All school-aged children need to be up to date with immunizations to start school ready to learn.
Parents can call their child’s pediatrician and ask if their immunizations are up to date, and can also contact BCHD – which maintains an immunization registry (BIRP/ImmuNET) that keeps track of immunizations given by healthcare providers across Maryland.

“Being ready to learn includes being healthy and staying healthy,” said Dr. Gregory Thornton, the school system’s CEO. “Vaccinations help students stay healthy. Students who are not up to date on their vaccinations may put themselves and others in their school at risk for illnesses. We want our schools to be safe for everyone to attend.”

###
Follow BCHD: Website, Blog, Facebook, Twitter  


