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	Laboratory Testing Confirms Baltimore Child Does Not Have Measles


BALTIMORE, MD (January 29, 2015) – The Baltimore City Health Department learned today that laboratory testing has confirmed that a 12-month-old Baltimore City resident does not have measles.  
On January 21st, the child presented to two local hospital emergency departments with symptoms of measles and initial testing that was positive for the disease. Further specialized testing from the Centers for Disease Control confirmed today that the child does not have measles, but had a reaction to the Measles, Mumps, Rubella (MMR) vaccine that she received earlier this month.  According to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), approximately five percent of individuals who receive this vaccine experience a reaction with fever and rash. 
“When we investigated the case, we were fairly certain that this was a false alarm,” said Leana Wen, M.D., Baltimore City Health Commissioner. “However, given that measles is one of the most contagious diseases in the world, and given the outbreak going on around the country, we took every precaution in case this child turned out to have measles. Our health department’s epidemiologists and doctors worked around the clock to perform contact tracing to safeguard the public.”

There has not been a documented case of measles in Baltimore City in at least the last decade; Baltimore has high vaccination rates, with nearly 99 percent of public school children being vaccinated.

BCHD experts worked closely with the Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, CDC, and local hospitals in this investigation. The specimen was sent to a CDC laboratory in Atlanta for testing, since the only way to determine if a patient has measles or a reaction to the vaccine is to “genotype”, or figure out the genetic code of the measles virus. 

“We are very glad that this child doesn’t have measles,” said Dr. Wen. “This should be a wake-up call, however, for any parents or caregivers who have not had their children immunized.  Getting children vaccinated against all types of preventable diseases protects not only that child, but everyone around them.”
The CDC recommends all children get two doses of MMR vaccine, starting with the first dose at 12 through 15 months of age, and the second dose at 4 through 6 years of age. The city’s TIKE (To Immunize Kids Everywhere) clinic provides free vaccination for children who are uninsured or underinsured. On Tuesdays and Thursdays, vaccination is available between 10 am & 1 pm, at the Eastern Health District (620 N. Caroline Street), or on Wednesdays between 10 am & 1pm at the Druid Health Center (1515 W. North Avenue).  The Baltimore City Health Department Immunization Program can be reached at 410-396-4454.
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Measles is a highly contagious disease that is spread by coughing, sneezing, and direct contact with contaminated surfaces. More than 90 percent of individuals who are in close contact with an infected person and who are not vaccinated will get the disease. 
Prior to the measles vaccine in the 1960s, nearly every school-age child contracted measles. Several hundred people in the United States died every year from it, and thousands suffered long-term damage such as hearing loss and brain damage.

Worldwide, measles is prevalent in multiple countries—nearly a million children across the world die from measles. In the United States, measles was considered eradicated in 2000, when there were just a few dozen cases. However, due to parents receiving misinformation and choosing not to vaccinate their kids, the incidence of measles has been rising. There were 644 cases of measles in the United States in 2014.
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